Clear habitat separation between the sister species Colias alfacariensis and C. hyale is shown when occurring sympatrically. Colias 
. Feed- ing ecology, reproductive behaviour, and physiology are characteristics of a species niche. Niches tend to be conservative over time scales associated with sister taxon pairs in, for example, birds, mammals, and butterflies but this conservatism breaks down at the level of families (Peterson et ah, 1999) .
By analysing the present day difference in genetic makeup and the often subtle differences in ecology between species within a pair of sister species
we can get an idea of the evolutionary forces that led to their differentiation into separate species.
The present study concerns two species of the genus Colias [Lepidoptera: Pieridae] namely C.
alfacariensis and C. hyale (Brunton, 1998 (Brunton, 1998) (Descimon, (1994(5) Harris and Hopkinson (1977) and the exact preparation of buffers and gels follows Raijmann et al. (1997) . (Fig. 2) .
In C. alfacariensis, estimated single locus F significantly differs from zero at me ( Significant departures from zero: **: P < 0.01; *** P < 0.001. Average and (standard deviation) obtained by a bootstrap procedure over samples (1000 repeats). (Watt et al., 1977) . Split-offs usually result in reduced genetic variation coupled with independent evolution to subspecific or specific status (Marchi et al., 1996) . (Liebherr, 1988) .
Selection at pgi has been demonstrated in a number of Colias species and PGI allozyme polymorphisms occur in parallel among many Colias species (Watt et ah, 1996 
